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Bismilahi Rahman Raheem 

Mr. Chairman of the Board of Governors,  
Fellow Governors,  
Excellency the President of the IsDB Group,  
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Asaalaam Alayikum Warahamatullahi Wabarakatuhu, 

Please allow me to first express on behalf of my delegation, deep appreciation to the Government 
and people of Indonesia for their warm and generous hospitality in hosting this year's Annual 
Meetings of the Islamic Development Bank Group here in Jakarta. As usual, our thanks and 
appreciation also go to President Mohammed Ali, the management and staff of the Bank Group 
for the successful arrangements made for the meetings. Let me also welcome on behalf of the 
Government of The Gambia, the Cooperative Republic of Guyana, the newest and 57th Member 
into our family of brotherhood, solidarity and cooperation. 

Looking at this year's theme of ‘Enhancing Growth and Poverty Reduction through 
Infrastructure Development and Financial Inclusion’, one cannot help but reflect on the 
momentous developments of the year 2015. From the Addis Ababa Financing for Development 
Conference to the UN Sustainable Development Summit to the Paris COP21 Climate Summit, 
world leaders adopted an ambitious international development agenda calling for increased 
resource mobilization to leave no one behind and to protect the environment. The theme enjoins 
us to reflect on how our Bank Group can be made even more relevant in supporting member 
states meet the development challenges that these various agendas come with.  

Eradicating poverty in all its forms is and should remain a central preoccupation of the IDB 
Group and its membership. Significant inroads in this crusade can only be realized in an 
environment of positive and sustained growth, bearing in mind that growth by itself cannot lead 
to poverty eradication unless it is inclusive. Achieving positive and inclusive growth requires 
efforts at many fronts, but addressing the infrastructure deficit that many of our countries face 
will certainly go a long way. In The Gambia for example, our main sources of growth 
(agriculture and farming, tourism, transport and logistics) are highly dependent on good 
infrastructure. We are therefore looking at infrastructure in a broader sense to include access to 
affordable energy, rural roads linking farming communities to markets, as well as farming 
systems that build and enhance the resilience of smallholder farmers that constitute the bulk of 
farming communities in many of our countries.  

The Gambia is currently formulating a new National Development Plan that will integrate among 
others, the SDG Agenda and the Paris Climate Agreement. While domestic resource 



mobilization is expected to play a key role, this will not be enough and the Bank Group would be 
expected to step in with innovative financing instruments in support of members. Nobody should 
indeed be left behind in the development process simply because they lack access to finance to 
realize their potential, thus the need for us to renew and reinvigorate our partnership. One thing 
is certain; while every country has its challenges, the Muslim ummah is well endowed with 
resources, which if properly harnessed and shared, can lead to substantial reduction in poverty in 
member countries. The Bank Group is best placed to serve as conduit for such resource 
redistribution, and ensuring that no one is left behind. I therefore call on all of us to give the 
Bank Group the resources and support needed to play that role. 

Let me conclude by acknowledging Dr. Ahmed Mohammed Ali, President of the Bank Group for 
his wise and distinguished leadership over the past four decades. Mr President and dear brother, 
as you hand over the baton to a new leadership, be rest assured that you are leaving behind a 
solid Bank that has established its footprint in the international development finance arena and 
highly appreciated for its support to member states. Let me on behalf of the President of the 
Republic, Government and people of The Gambia, and indeed on my own behalf, express sincere 
thanks and appreciation for the support we received from the Bank under your leadership and 
offer prayers for your continued wellbeing. In the same vein we welcome your successor, Dr. 
Bandar bin Mohammed Hajjar and look forward to continuing the good tradition of friendly and 
fruitful cooperation in the years ahead. 

I thank you all for your kind attention.  

 


